Bible Study Methods              AMES BAPTIST CHURCH                 FALL 06

Text Observations:

1. Repetition of Words: look for words or phrases that repeat.

2. Causation: look for cause and effect relationships

3. Explanation (purpose/result): this is set off by words such as because, for, so that since

4. Comparison: look for ideas, individuals, and key items that are compared with each other. Like, as…

5. Contrast: look for ideas, individuals and key items that are contrasted with each other… look for differences, but, yet, however, instead

6. Progression: look for a progression of ideas, people or key items.  Could be given as lists of and kind or you may observe a progression of steps toward a singular goal.

7. Statements of Emphasis: look for statements that appear to be a main point of emphasis either due to their location in the sentence or otherwise. Also statements of emphasis can be set off by words such as.. behold, truly, truly…

8. Emotion: emotionally charged statements.. or lack of emotion too I guess. Are they mad, happy, sad..etc.

9. Question and Answer (Interrogation): note if the text is built on a question and answer format, or what type of question is being asked and of course if it is answered and in what way.

10. Role of man: is God calling man to some action. What are men and women doing in a particular scene, how are they responding to God?

11. Role of God: Very important, what is God doing what does the particular action say about Him?

12. Figures of Speech: expressions that convey an image of some sort, using words in a sense other than the normal literal sense.

13. Conjunctions: how are they connecting the sentence or passage? Contrast, adversative, linking….

14. Verbs: time (present, past, future) type of action (linear or punctiliar) linear.. he was running, punctiliar… he ran.

15. Means: note if a sentence indicates if something was done by means of something or someone. Usually can insert the phrase “by means of”

16. General to Specific and Specific to General: are statements followed by particular examples or the other way around.

17. Connection to other paragraphs: how does the passage connect to what precedes it?

18. Shifts: is the passage being used as a key to understanding a dramatic shift in a story?

19. Interchange: is the scene shifting back and forth

20. Chiasm: does the passage have a structure like a-b-c-d-c’-b’-a’ 

